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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HISTORY

If you havenôt been by the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion 
Memorial (BIJAEM) lately, youôre in for a wonderful surprise. The long-awaited 

Phase 2 ñStory Wallò was completed this winter, featuring beautiful old-growth 
red cedar panel walls and roofs ýrmly mounted on a base of granite as solid as the 
Bainbridge Island community that supported their Japanese American friends and 
neighbors before, during and after their government-ordered exile to concentration 
camps in World War II.

By Clarence Moriwaki, president, Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial

(Continued next page)

Like the waves of time passing, the gently 
curving 276-foot wallðone foot for every 
Japanese American living on Bainbridge Island at 
the start of the warðwill tell their American story 
on the historic site when they became the ýrst 
of 120,000 Japanese Americans to be forcibly 
removed from the West Coast.
 Built at the site of the former Eagledale Ferry 
Dock at the end of Taylor Road, visitors to the 
wall will be walking in the footsteps of history, 
where on March 30, 1942, U.S. Army soldiers 
with ýxed bayonets escorted 227 men, women 
and children to board the ferry Kehloken and 
embark on a lonely journey that would change 
their lives forever.
 After arriving in Seattle, they took a three-
day train ride and were dropped off in a desolate 
desert valley in Californiaôs Sierra Nevada 
Mountain Range, becoming the ýrst Japanese 
American community to occupy the Manzanar 
ñRelocation Center.ò Less than a year later, most 
chose to transfer to the equally desolate Minidoka 

camp in southern Idaho. Being among the last 
to arrive at Minidoka, they were also among 
the last to be released at the end of the war, thus 
becoming the literal bookends of the Japanese 
American exclusion story.
 This historic narrative, the names of all 
276 individuals and other details honoring 
and remembering their courage, quiet dignity 
and perseverance will be part of the wallôs 
interpretive display materials that are being 
written and designed by a committee of the 
BIJAEM board of directors, led by members 
Cindy Harrison, former director of the 
Bainbridge Island Public Library; Dr. Frank 
Kitamoto, Manzanar and Minidoka survivor 
and president of the Bainbridge Island Japanese 
American Community; and Mary Woodward, 
historian, former teacher and author of the well-
reviewed book ñIn Defense of Our Neighbors 
ï The Walt and Milly Woodward Story.ò
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FOOTSTEPS OF HISTORY (from page 1)

The wallôs design comes to life
The Story Wallðdesigned by friends and supporters Johnpaul Jones 
and Colleen Thorpe of Jones and Jones Architects and master timber 
framer John Buday of Cascade Crest Designs (who also capably 
serves as BIJAEM project manager)ðbegins with an impressive 
eight-foot high half-circle wall of granite, enveloping visitors like a 
protective fortress.
 The granite wall entry then reduces to one-third of its height and 
turns into an undulating ribbon, becoming the foundation for the ýne 
furniture-grade clear red cedar wall and protective roof, custom milled 
from a salvaged centuries-old cedar tree that was buried underwater. 
To allow visitors the opportunity to personally honor and remember, 
the wall features patina stainless steel pegs and granite shelves as 
places to leave notes, þowers, peace cranes and other personal items.
 To represent the complete absence of Japanese Americans on 
Bainbridge Island during the war, a gap is created when a section 
of the red cedar panels and roof disappears near the end of the wall, 
replaced with a trapezoidal wall of dark basalt 
and the original BIJAEM memorial marker 
stone, ýrst unveiled at the 60th anniversary 
ceremony on March 30, 2002. The volcanic 
basalt is virtually identical to the basalt used 
to build the chimney and stone foundations 
for U.S. military buildings that comprise the 
only remaining structures at the Minidoka 
National Historic Site. 
 To enhance the beauty of the site, 
landscaping improvements are continually 
being added, with special focus to 
immediately work on the area directly behind 
the wall to create an attractive visual buffer 
from the adjacent privately owned marina. 
Weôre grateful to BIJAEM Board Vice-
President Sallie Maron for spearheading this 
effort and to Chris Harui and Bainbridge 
Gardens for their invaluable expertise and for 
offering beautiful trees and plants at cost.
 
New beach access trail and shoreline 
restoration
Since Phase 1 was completed in 2006, people 
have embraced the open and easy access that 
the BIJAEM has created to adjacent Pritchard 
Park, and with the Phase 2 construction 
years away there was little concern about the 
growing numbers of people, families and their pets using the Story 
Wallôs contemplative path as a temporary access to the wide sandy 
beach. Indeed, the active and frequent visitation may have helped 
protect the BIJAEM ï and the priceless handcrafted timber framed 
pavilion and gates ï from vandalism and other mischief.
 However, to help ensure a reverent and reþective experience 
for visitors, a protective buffer has been built to separate the 
contemplative path from the more active recreational use of Pritchard 
Park.
 Where people have been accessing the beach trail at the 
northeastern curve of the path, a berm of soft earth and native 
landscaping has restored the land to its original contour prior to being 
excavated decades ago for a log haul road to the former Wyckoff 
creosote plant. Replacing the hard roadbed with fresh soil and 
plantings not only adds a sense of seclusion and restores the shoreline 

environment, it also offers increased ability to secure and protect the 
multi-million dollar site from off-hours use as the BIJAEM becomes 
fully developed.
 Since people have become accustomed to using the BIJAEM site 
to access the Pritchard Park beach trail, in partnership and with the 
generous support of the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Parks and 
Recreation District, we designed and created a beautiful new beach 
and park access trail from the BIJAEM parking lot.
 The new boulder-lined trail provides a direct and convenient route 
to the beach and park, reducing the walking distance by more than 
130 yards. Perhaps the trailôs best feature is a unique and rustically 
elegant 10-foot long arched boardwalkðdesigned by John Buday and 
built by members of the BIJAEM board of directorsðcustom milled 
from the trunk of a large cedar tree felled from the construction of 
Phase 1.

Donations still needed to complete the vision
We are thankful and humbled for all of the generous donations and 
support that have made Phase 1 and 2 realities. The $3 million raised 

so far towards the $9 million total 
comprises a combination of state funds, 
private foundations, local charities, in-
kind services, materials and labor, and, 
of course, hundreds and hundreds of 
individual donors.
 While we are truly honored that 
the BIJAEM has been named a part of 
the National Parks Service as a satellite 
unit of the Minidoka National Historic 
Site, private donations and grants are 
necessaryðand perhaps the only wayð
to complete the project.
 No federal dollars have been 
designated nor anticipated for the $6 
million still needed to complete the two 
remaining phases of construction: Phase 
3, the 150-foot departure pierðone 
foot for every Japanese American 
who returned to Bainbridge Islandð
and Phase 4, the 4,000 square foot 
interpretive center and meeting room 
complex.
 While the Story Wall is now up, 
funds are needed to put the story on 
the wall by completing the interpretive 
materials and other ýnishing touches.

If youôre planning to give, nowôs the time to seize a unique 
opportunity to double the impact of your donation!
This summer we received a generous $150,000 challenge grant 
from an anonymous and supportive donor who will match all 
donations, dollar-for-dollar! One person who has helped jump 
start this matching grant is BIJAEM Board Secretary Ed Kushner, 
who won the Bainbridge Community Foundationôs 2009 C. Keith 
Birkenfeld Humanitarian Award for his tireless community service. 
Ed generously donated $5,000 of his $25,000 award to BIJAEM. 
Congratulations and thanks, Ed!
 Contributions are tax deductible and donation forms can be found 
at www.bijac.org under the ñMemorialò link, or you may mail your 
donation to BIJAEM, 221 Winslow Way West, Suite 306, Bainbridge 
Island, WA 98110.
 Thank you for your continued support! ÅÅÅ




